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SUBJ: TURK POPPY CONTROLS 

1. FOLLOWING DISCUSSION OF CYPRUS RELATED MATTERS IN OUR 
LATE EVENING MEETING SEPTEMBER 1 1. FORMIN GUNES TURNED TO 
SUBJECT OF OPIUM POPPY CONTROL. HE SAID, "I HAVE GOOD NEWS," 

AND THEN REPORTED THAT THERE WILL BE A SPECIALLY CALLED CABINET 
MEETING TOMORROW (SEPT 12) AT WHICH HE AND THE PRIME MINISTER 
WILL RECOMMEND THAT TURKEY ADOPT STRAW PROCESSING FOR 100 PERCENT 
OF ITS POPPY CULTIVATION. THIS MEANS THAT NO REPEAT NO INCISING 
FOR OPIUM GUM WILL BE PERMITTED ANYWHERE IN TURKEY AND THAT 
THE SYSTEM WHICH BOTH SIR HARRY GREENFIELD AND I HAD URGED UPON 
GOT WOULD BE ADOPTED. HE SAID THIS WOULD BE IN ADDITION TO ALL 
OF GOT'S OTHER CONTROL PROCEDURES (PATTERNED ON THOSE OF 
1972). 

2. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE POPPY STRAW PROCESS WOULD BE 
INAUGURATED THE FIRST YEAR OF PLANTING, EVEN THROUGH THIS MEANT 
THAT "FOR A YEAR OR TWO" ALL THE STRAW WOULD HAVE TO BE EXPORTED 
FOR PROCESSING. IN THE MEANTIME THE GOT WOULD BE TALKING TO 
AMERICAN AND OTHER PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES ABOUT THE CON- 
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STRUCTION OF A DOMESTIC STRAW PROCESSING PLANT. 
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3. GUNES WAS CONFIDENT THAT THE STRAW PROCESSING PROPOSAL 
WOULD PREVAIL IN TOMORROW'S CABINET MEETING. HE AND THE PRIMIN 
HAD ALREADY TALKED TO THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (A KEY FIGURE 
BOTH WITH RESPECT TO THIS SUBJECT AND IN THE OTHER PARTY IN 
ECEVIT'S COALITION) AND HE HAS PROMISED HIS SUPPORT. 

4. 1 EXPRESSED GRATITUDE FOR WHAT THE FONMIN HAD TOLD ME 
AND SAID THAT I CONSIDERED THIS A CRITICALLY IMPORTANT STEP 
IN ACHIEVING INTERNATIONAL CONFIDENCE IN THE NEW TURKISH 
CONTROL SYSTEM. 

MACOMBER 
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